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WELCOME!
We can almost see the finish line! It’s been nearly a year since all of our lives were upended! 

It was precisely this time last year that we learned entire statewide education systems were 

closing down schools—we thought, at the time, for a few weeks. Even the most pessimistic 

among us couldn’t have imagined what the following year would entail. It’s hard to believe 

that any of us could be anything but exhausted, yet somehow we have persevered and 

triumphed. We learned new technologies, new ways to communicate. We held each other 

up and have begun to explore what it means to take care of ourselves. (Incidentally, check 

out our Self-Care Sunday event if you missed it in January—we’re still offering PD hours for 

some of the sessions.) We have confronted injustice, examined our own bias and the impact 

it has on teaching and learning. And we’ve searched for new ways to affirm our students, our 

own identities, and bring joy and love into classrooms. Despite all of this year’s challenges, 

there is still much to celebrate. 

We know that many of you have used the PBS Teacher Planning Kits for New School Routines 

this school year, but these planning kits are still new for some of you. When we created the 

kits, we intended to connect parents and families to the support we’re offering, make the 

most of PBS LearningMedia (all free!), and reflect the hard fact that not all of your students 

have internet access. We know each teacher has their own unique circumstances and needs. 

We hope these planning kits help you navigate your routine, whatever that may be.

After this one, we will make one more kit featuring some of our most loved resources and 

introducing you to a complete menu of professional learning this summer that you can do at 

your own pace, on your clock. In the meantime, we hope this kit is helpful and that you will 

continue to share feedback about how we can improve this resource or any of our available 

resources.

We know that the coming months will include new learning, along with some new anxiety 

and excitement as many of you head back to in-person teaching for the first time in a year. 

These remain difficult times, so please don’t forget to grab moments for self-care whenever 

you can. We continue to stand with you.

Love from your friends at PBS 

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ts20-a-trusted-space-video/a-trusted-space/
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Check your email
As a PBS LearningMedia registered user, you will receive 
an email with the latest planning kit approximately  
every eight weeks. To make sure you’re registered,  
sign up here. 

Mark your calendar
Each planning kit is supported by a webinar where peers 
from around the country will share how they’re using 
the latest kit to plan instruction. Join us! Webinars will 
be held at 7PM ET, on the following dates:  

 

Sign in to PBS LearningMedia and  
visit regularly
The kits, along with links to much of the content, can 
be found in the PBS LearningMedia collection called 
Resources for New School Routines. The more you 
become familiar with PBS LearningMedia, the more 
resources and tools you’ll find and use.  

Share with parents
The Planning Kits connect directly with dozens of 
resources for parents, including our weekly “Learn 
Along” Bingo packets for PreK-K and Grades 1-2, which 
are available in English and Spanish. We encourage you 
to share these resources and the Bingo with the parents 
and families of your students.

Find more PBS and PBS KIDS resources
PBS KIDS and PBS are thrilled to be able to provide 
thousands of free resources to support new school 
routines, and at home learning. 

• PBS KIDS: Thousands of videos, games, and activities 
for kids featuring their favorite shows and characters.

• PBS KIDS for Parents: Tips, fun activities, and 
resources for parents and families. 

• PBS Teachers’ Lounge: A blog site designed to inspire 
your teaching. 

• PBS LearningMedia: Thousands of free, standards-
aligned lessons and teaching tools.

Watch the webinar
If you missed the welcome webinar, please find it here. It 
is full of helpful hints and fun ideas about how to use the 
featured content. 

Tell us what you think
We are learning and building WITH you. We would love 
to hear your feedback about these kits, or any of the 
other available resources. Please feel free to email us 
with questions and comments: what’s working for you, 
and what can be improved.

Kit Basics/Checklist
This is the fourth of five kits that have been created to coincide with broadcast programs for 
students that do not have internet access, but many of the lessons and resources will be relevant 
throughout the year. You can find past kits on PBS LearningMedia. Here are a few basic things to 
help make the most out of this resource.

• March 11, 2021 
• May 6, 2021 

Watch, Teach, Explore
The kits are intended to help you plan your 
lessons up to eight weeks ahead of time, 
based on themes and content relevant to what 
you’re teaching in your classroom. To increase 
accessibility, many of these resources are 
connected to broadcast content for students 
without internet access, and some of the 
content is available in Spanish. NOTE: Some of 
the broadcast content airs outside of school 
hours. To use this content, we recommend you 
share the details about how to view it after 
school hours with students and their parents.  
 
Where possible, we have also included media 
that can be viewed online anytime, whether 
you’re teaching in person or virtually.  
 
Our planning sheets are divided into three 
sections: Watch, Teach, Explore. The “Watch” 
section includes broadcast and/or online 
media. The “Teach” section connects activities, 
games, and lessons directly to the featured 
media. Finally, the “Explore” section leads you 
to additional resources that can help you plan a 
more comprehensive lesson on that particular 
topic or theme.

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/signup/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/new-school-routines/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/school-routines-learn-along-bingo/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/school-routines-learn-along-bingo/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/school-routines-learn-along-bingo/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/school-routines-learn-along-bingo/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/school-routines-learn-along-bingo/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/school-routines-learn-along-bingo/
https://pbskids.org/
https://pbskids.org/
https://www.pbs.org/parents
https://www.pbs.org/education/teacherslounge
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/new-school-routines/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/school-routines-teacher-toolkit/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/school-routines-teacher-toolkit/
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What’s in the Planning Kit?
You can count on these four sections to be included in all five of the planning kits 

distributed throughout the year.

Special 
Lessons and 
Collections

Planning 
Sheet: PreK-5

Planning 
Sheet: 6-12

Relevant 
Professional 

Learning

Each kit includes featured lessons or collections designed to provide 
additional support around timely topics you’re likely covering in your 
classes. For example, in this kit, you’ll find a feature section dedicated to 
teaching planet earth with EONS and ELINOR WONDERS WHY—this is the 
first section of the kit. 

This is a plan-ahead guide for PreK-5 educators. It includes the weekly 
“Learn Along” Bingo packet for PreK-K and Grades 1-2 and connects to 
various resources developed for teachers and parents of children PreK-
5. The broadcast content relates to the PBS KIDS 24/7 channel, available 
on most cable and streaming services like Apple TV, Roku, and Amazon 
Fire. You can also stream directly from the PBS KIDS Video app. You can 
find the entire PBS KIDS 24/7 broadcast schedule if you’re interested in 
planning lessons around PBS KIDS shows. 

This is the special plan-ahead guide for 6-12 educators. The broadcast 
content connects to the WORLD channel At-Home Learning block, which 
offers five hours of programming for students, grades 6-12, every weekday 
(full schedule). Check with your local station to find out where and when 
to watch. 

Each kit will include links to current or upcoming professional learning 
opportunities related to the featured content. These may be short 
tutorials, webinars or webinar series, self-paced courses, or blog posts. In 
this first kit, all the highlighted professional learning relates to using PBS 
LearningMedia, or ideas and tips for remote teaching.

https://pbskids.org/video/livetv
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15QYBAinEEgKbz6egcqkW8egwttSkV0XR3XZH76sJzBA/edit#gid=1286214850
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZD44m7j_sYwwpLC1TKzFP7WKzM9N8TlNp1gBYAy6bHs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.pbs.org/stations/
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